Wisdom and Destiny

noble can be made to suffer as profoundly
as the man who follows evil ? In this
world it is far more certain that vice
will be punished, than that virtue will
meet with reward ; yet we must bear in
mind that it is the habit of crime to
shriek aloud beneath its punishment,
whereas virtue rewards itself in the silence
that is the walled garden of its happiness.
Evil drags horrid catastrophe behind it;
but an act of virtue is only a silent offer-
ing to the profoundest laws of life ; and
therefore, doubtless, does the balance of
mighty justice seem more ready to incline
beneath deeds of darkness than beneath
those of light. But if we can scarcely
believe that " happiness in crime " be
possible, have we more warrant for faith
in the " unhappiness of virtue " ? We
know that the executioner can stretch
Spinoza on the rack, and that terrible

disease will spare Antoninus Pius no more
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